
DISCERNMENT
Rooting our thoughts in Scripture as we process the world around us
Week 3



WATER LILIES VS CYPRESS TREES





TODAY’S QUESTIONABLE 
STATEMENT:

Questionable Statement 2 (QS2): 
Affirming people’s potential is more 
important than reminding them of their
brokenness.



CONTEXT

QS2: Affirming people’s potential is more important 
than reminding them of their brokenness.

• We are treating this statement in the context of the church 
and what it declares
• To unbelievers
• To believers



DEFINING TERMS

• Brokenness: Sin and inability to overcome the effects of their 
sin on their own

• Restatement of QS2: We should put our focus on 
encouraging people on their journey of maturity, love, and 
wholeness rather than tell them they are fundamentally 
sinners who can’t overcome the effects of sin and resulting 
judgment on their own.
• Fundmental issue: How important is sin?

QS2: Affirming people’s potential is more important than 
reminding them of their brokenness.



IN CASE YOU DON’T BELIEVE ME…

Quote from If the Church were Christian: Rediscovering the Value of Jesus by 
Gulley:

The church has typically understood salvation as being 
rescued from sin and going to heaven when we die.  But 
what if we believed salvation was our lifelong journey toward 
maturity, love, and wholeness?  Were that the case, Jesus 
would not be the one who saves humanity by his sacrifice of 
blood, but the one who exemplifies this maturity, love and 
wholeness, the one to whom Christians look and say…”we 
can be like him!”.



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER…
• What is our culture’s understanding of sin?
• What is sin?
• How significant is sin in our lives?
• Is sin a big problem?

• What is the Biblical understanding of sin?
• What is sin?

• Rebellion against what God has commanded—starts right away in Genesis 3
• How significant is sin in our lives?

• Apart from Christ saving us, it affects and corrupts every part of us—we sin
because we are sinners (original sin).  Even after salvation, we all still struggle 
with sin.

• Is sin a big problem?
• It’s the most significant probably that every single human faces and 

humanity as a whole faces



GOING BACK TO THE ORIGINAL 
STATEMENT

QS2: Affirming people’s potential is more important 
than reminding them of their brokenness.

• “Affirming people’s potential”
• What do you think could be meant by a person making the above 

statement?
• Biblically speaking

• What is the potential of an unbeliever?
• What is the potential of a believer?



CASE STUDY: COLOSSIANS 3:

• Read Col 3:8-17
• This is affirming people’s potential, right?  Encouraging 

them on their journey to maturity?
• Problem with this: Context.
• What do we see in Colossians chapters 2 and 3 that show that 

there is much more to the picture than just “be good people”?



OTHER QUESTIONS TO 
CONSIDER…

• How much should a church focus on sin?
• Can the gospel be presented without reference to sin?
• What happens if a church focuses too much on sin and the need 

for repentance (even for believers)?
• Gospel is not front and center
• Believers lack encouragement in the gospel

• What happens if a church focuses too little on sin and the need for 
repentance?
• Gospel is not front and center
• Culture of “everyone is perfect around here” can creep in
• Without a good understanding of sin, we are likely to redefine it (as though 

we really can)



META-QUESTION

QS2: Affirming people’s potential is more important than reminding 
them of their brokenness.

• How much of the Bible needs to be known and understood to 
confidently think through the above statement (going back to roots 
question)?
• The big picture is critical: 

• Creation – Fall – Redemption – Restoration
• Seeing Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice for sin

• This is generally true for these ”A is more important than B” 
questions
• Relying on a proof-text or two doesn’t cut it
• Important to recognize themes that come back again and again


